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HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME! 

 
 Remember that homework should be part of your child’s daily     

routine.  

 Remember that the value you place on homework will be reflected in 

your child’s work.  With our busy schedules, it is sometimes easy to 

let homework become secondary.  Be sure that your child           

understands that homework is a priority.  Modeling responsibility is 

the best way to teach it! 

 Remind your child that homework is not a rough draft and should be 

written as neatly as possible. 

 Encourage your child to teach you the study strategies he/she has 

learned in school so that you can work together to implement them.   

 

 

 
REPORTING 

 
 A system of reporting to parents consists of parent-teacher  

conferences and report cards.  If there is a special need for            

communication, parents may request additional conferences.  Please 

feel free to contact your child’s teacher at any time during the school 

year.   
 

FIELD TRIPS 

 
 Field trips are an extension of classroom activities that enhance 

the subject matter being taught. Trips vary from year to year and will 

provide first hand experiences for students.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

HOMEWORK 

 
 Homework requirements will vary within individual classes.  

Your child’s teacher will make this policy clear.  
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S.T.E.L.L.A.R. 
 

S.T.E.L.L.A.R. stands for Success in Technology, Enrichment,  Literacy,     

Library and Research.  The S.T.E.L.L.A.R. teachers collaborate with classroom 

teachers in order to provide challenging enrichment opportunities for all  

students.  Students will learn to utilize the resources available in the library 

media center. Students will have many opportunities to develop research skills. 

They will be exposed to a rich foundation in technology including utilizing  

computers, SMART Boards, iPads and video conference participation. 

 

Lessons are crested in order to foster the 21st Century Skills of   

communication, collaboration, creative problem solving, and critical thinking. 

 
 

 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY 
 

The goal of the Rockville Centre School District is to provide our students 

with the technological skills necessary for living and working in the  

21st Century.  To that end, all students have access to laptops, printers, iPads, 

digital cameras, ,SMART Boards, video conferencing equipment and VBrick 

streaming video as resources for building projects that incorporate technology 

into different curriculum areas. Students learn word processing, Internet  

research and presentation software providing them with the skills necessary to 

communicate ideas and demonstrate understanding in content areas. 

 

Each fifth grade classroom has an iPad cart with one iPad for each 

student. These iPads are used throughout the day. This 21st Century 

tool allows students to collaborate, communicate and think critically 

in the classroom setting. 

 

This access will help prepare the students for the Middle School where the 

iPads go home each day. 

 

Responsible technology use reviewed in the classroom and STELLAR. 
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ROCKVILLE CENTRE UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

YOUR CHILD AND FIFTH GRADE 

 

 This guide is designed to provide parents with an understanding 

of the skills and concepts covered in the fifth grade program. It is based 

on the curriculum of the Rockville Centre Union Free School District. 

We hope it will enable you to work with us in order to help your child 

reach his/her full potential.  

 

 The aim of the fifth grade staff is to develop instructional     

programs that treat each child as both an individual and as a member of 

a learning community. Our programs offer students a broad and        

balanced experience in language arts and literature, the natural and    

social sciences, mathematics and technology, health and family. Through 

these challenging and exciting programs we provide children with a solid 

foundation on which to base their educational careers. Together, the 

school and home foster continued growth through a variety of  

stimulating experiences and the development of good work habits.  

 

We welcome you to join us in an ongoing partnership and 

look forward to a productive school year. 

 

THE FIFTH GRADE TEACHERS 

ACADEMIC SUPPORT 

 

 The educational philosophy in Rockville Centre is that all  

children need support and enrichment. The Academic Support Pro-

gram in each elementary school has been designed to provide direct 

instructional opportunities for skill development and enhancement for 

every student.  

 Academic Support teachers work with classroom teachers. 

The classroom teacher and the Academic Support teacher are respon-

sible for the academic growth of all students. Teacher Assistants, un-

der the direction of the Academic Support teacher and the classroom 

teacher, help reinforce skills and develop strategies for students using 

small groups and/or individualized instruction. 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

The English Language Arts program in Rockville Centre is aligned with 

the New York State Learning Standards for English Language Arts & 

 Literacy. 

 

       To meet these standards, Rockville Centre utilizes the Balanced 
Literacy approach.  Students will be able to further develop their  
English Language Arts skills and strategies through read alouds,  

shared reading, guided reading and independent reading.  This model  
incorporates reading, writing, listening and speaking across the  

fiction and non-fiction literature to enhance their knowledge,  
vocabulary and understanding of concepts.  
 

READING 

 
     Reading instruction takes place throughout the school day and 

across all content areas using a variety of materials in English Language 
Arts, Social Studies, Science, and Math.  Reading skills and concepts are 
taught in an integrated fashion using literature, expository text,  

Scholastic Literacy Place and Junior Great Books. 
 

     In fifth grade the main goal is to develop a love for literature and 
the requisite skills needed to explore a multitude of literary genres.  

 
     Below are strategies and skills which are stressed in the fifth grade 

reading program: 

 Independent reading books of relevance and/or personal interest 

 Author studies 

 Analysis of author style and use of language 

 Retelling 

 Discovering main ideas, supporting details, drawing conclusions and 

inferencing from written text 

 Identifying story elements such as characters, setting, plot, cause 

and effect, point of view and climax 

 Making predictions  

 Using supporting details to prove or disprove predictions 
 

 

 

Rockville Centre Schools Page 13 

HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME! 

 

 Observe and discuss both the physical and natural world 

around us. 

 Ask questions about why things happen and validate ideas 

by discussing them seriously.   

 Provide opportunities for discovery. 

 Point out changes that occur as seasons change or when 

you mix ingredients and cook them. These are interactions. 

 Read non-fiction books with your child. 

 Allow your child to conduct experiments. There are many 

books of experiments that are appropriate for fifth graders. 

 Encourage your child to watch science shows on PBS or the 

Discovery Channel. 

 Support your child’s desire to learn about the world by        

answering questions and discussing your own questions.  

 Remember that not all questions have answers! The best 

lesson you can teach your child is that you do not have all 

the answers! 

 

HEALTH 

 
     All fifth grade students participate in the Fifth Grade  

Maturation Program and AIDS Awareness programs.  

Additionally, the classroom teacher emphasizes these concepts: 

 
 Understand that most diseases are preventable by  

      practicing good health habits 

 Recognize that good nutrition, regular exercise and rest      

promote healthy minds and bodies 

 Identify emotions and develop skills to deal with them 

 Recognize that words are powerful tools and learn how 

to choose them wisely 

 Make choices that foster a substance-free life style 

 Follow school and neighborhood safety rules 
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SCIENCE 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Fifth grade science concepts are developed through the use of science kits,  

library books, audiovisuals, and independent study. Through these programs, 

students continue to acquire knowledge and develop and polish their analytical 

skills, discussing and writing about the natural world. 

 

The fifth grade science kits consists of three units of study:  

 Ecosystems 

 Rocks and Minerals 

 Life Science—Energy of Life 

  

The science kits are designed to allow students to use the scientific method 

to explore and discover information about the natural world.  The program is  

designed to foster the development of inquiry and analytical skills as well as a 

positive attitude toward science.  Students write lab reports, in which they 

make hypotheses, collect data, make observations, and draw conclusions. 
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WRITING 

 

Writing is multidisciplinary across the content areas.  It is important to 

realize that writing development is a process that takes much time, effort, 

and practice.  The writing process includes: 

 

· Pre-writing and brainstorming (mapping and webbing with graphic    

   organizers) 

· Writing a rough draft 

· Revising/conferencing to make sure the writing makes sense,  

follows a meaningful sequence, varies words, uses interesting  

 description and appropriate vocabulary 

· Editing/conferencing for proper grammar and usage of nouns,  

   adjectives, adverbs, pronouns, conjunctions, prepositional phrases,  

   contractions, double negatives and interjections.  In addition, 

   students will edit for spelling and proper sentence structure.             

.  Writing a final copy and sharing 

 

 

In fifth grade, students write for a variety of purposes: 

 

· Personal narratives 

· Journal writing 

· Letter writing 

· Persuasive writing 

· Poetry 

· Expository essays and reports 

 

 

Writing strategies stressed in the fifth grade include: 

 

· Organizing ideas 

· Utilizing literary elements such as plot, setting, and characters 

· Incorporating the use of relevant details  

· Incorporating models from literature 

· Expository writing skills  

          ·  Use of the dictionary and thesaurus 
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LISTENING & SPEAKING 

 

Listening and speaking are the key components of classroom  

communication; therefore, it is crucial that students become effective 

listeners and speakers.  Students who are actively engaged in their 

learning become successful learners throughout their school years.  

Examples of teaching practices that will build listening and speaking 

skills include: 

 

· Whole class and small group discussion across the content areas 

· Public speaking 

· Socratic method 

· Shared inquiry discussion 

· Role playing 

· Following single and multi-step directions given verbally 

· Drawing inferences and conclusions  

· Retelling 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME!    

 Encourage your child to read and write. 

 Model authentic reading and writing experiences 

(children learn by observing adult activity). 

 Read with your child and discuss what you have read. 

 Encourage your child to keep a journal. 

 Enjoy different types of literature: newspapers, peri-

odicals, picture books, chapter books, fiction, nonfic-

tion, poetry. 
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 COMPARATIVE CULTURES: The countries of the Western 

Hemisphere are diverse and the cultures of these countries are 

rich and varied. Due to their proximity to each other, the 

countries of the Western Hemisphere share some of the same 

concerns and issues. 

 

 GOVERNMENT: The political systems of the Western Hemi-

sphere vary in structure and organization across time and place.  

 

 ECONOMICS: The peoples of the Western Hemisphere have 

developed various ways to meet their needs and wants. Many 

of the countries of the Western Hemisphere trade with each 

other, as well as with other countries around the world.  

 

 

Grade 5 Social Studies Practices include: 

 - Gathering and Using Evidence 

 - Chronological Reasoning 

 - Comparison and Contextualization 

 - Economics and Economic Systems 

 -  Geographic Reasoning 

 - Civic Participation 
   

 

 

 

 

 

HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME! 

 

 

 Discuss current events with your child (watch the news and 

read the newspaper). 

 Expose your children to vocabulary terms in context. 

 Travel and read maps with your child. 

 Engage in conversation about what your student is studying in 

class. 

 Ask your child to support their arguments and discussions at 

home with evidence. 

 Ask questions that promote thought and curiosity. 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
The Social Studies Curriculum is aligned to the new NYS K-12 Social      

Studies Framework (https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-

social-studies-framework). 

 
Grade 5 Social Studies is based on the history and geography of the Western 

Hemisphere, including the development of cultures, civilizations, and empires; 

interaction between societies; and the comparison of the government and 

economic systems of modern nations. It also incorporates elements of  

archaeology. The course is divided into seven Key Ideas that cover a time 

span from prehistory into modern times. 

 

Grade 5 Social Studies include: 

 

 EARLY PEOPLES OF THE AMERICAS: The first humans in the West-

ern Hemisphere modified their physical environment as well as adapted 

to their environment. Their interactions with their environment led to 

various innovations and to the development of unique cultures.  

 

 COMPLEX SOCIETIES AND CIVILIZATIONS: Between 1100 B.C.E. 

and 1500 C.E, complex societies and civilizations developed in the 

Western Hemisphere. Although these complex societies and civiliza-

tions have certain defining characteristics in common, each is also 

known for unique cultural achievements and contributions.  

 

 EUROPEAN EXPLORATION AND ITS EFFECTS: Various European 

powers explored and eventually colonized the Western Hemisphere. 

This had a profound effect on Native Americans and led to the transat-

lantic slave trade.  

 

 GEOGRAPHY IN THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE: The diverse geogra-

phy of the Western Hemisphere has influenced human culture and set-

tlement in distinct ways. Human communities in the Western Hemi-

sphere have modified the physical environment.  
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Grade 5 Overview 
 

In Grade 5, instructional time is  focused on three critical 

areas:    

         

 (1) Developing understanding and fluency with addition and 

subtraction of fractions with unlike denominators as well as 

making reasonable estimates of those sums and differences. 

Developing an understanding and making sense of the multi-

plication of fractions and of division of fractions in limited 

cases (unit fractions divided by whole numbers and whole 

numbers divided by unit fractions). 

 

(2) Finalizing fluency with multi-digit addition, subtraction, multi-

plication, and division, extending division to 2-digit divisors.  

They develop an understanding of why division procedures 

work.   Integrating decimals into the place value system and 

developing an understanding of operations with decimals to 

hundredths, and developing fluency with decimal operations 

and the ability to make reasonable estimates of their results. 

 

 

(3) Developing understanding of volume.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-framework
https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-framework
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Mathematical Practices 
 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in 
solving them. 

2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively. 
3. Construct viable arguments and critique 

 the reasoning of others. 
4. Model with mathematics. 
5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
6. Attend to precision. 
7. Look for and make use of  structure. 
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning. 

 
Math standards are met in the fifth grade through the Investigations  program. The 
focus of the Investigations program is mathematical reasoning and problem-solving.  
Students are encouraged to solve problems and  communicate their thinking so as to 
reinforce understanding of number concepts.  They are encouraged to make sense of 
problems, find more than one solution, and persevere in solving various problems.  
Students interact with a wide variety of concrete materials and appropriate technology 
in order to explore, classify, search for patterns, compare, describe, generalize and 
draw conclusions about mathematical ideas.  Developing mathematical proficiency 
requires a balance and connection between conceptual understanding and computa-
tional and procedural fluency.  All students can be successful in mathematics!  

HOW YOU CAN HELP AT HOME 
 

 Homework reinforces concepts and information learned in class. 

 Allow children to complete homework as independently as possible; offer guid-
ance as needed.  Play the math games with your child. 

 If your child needs help with homework, ask your child questions that will be help-
ful, such as:   

  What do you know about this problem? 
  What are you trying to find out? 
  What might you do to start?  
  Could you draw a picture? 
Math is all around us—here are some ways to incorporate math 

naturally: 

 Cook with your child. This is a great way to reinforce fractions and elapsed time. 

 Driving in the car is an excellent time to review math facts. 

 Let your child handle money as much as possible. Have him/her calculate 

change or estimate the total amount of purchases. 
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Foreign Language in Elementary Schools (FLES)  
 
The FLES program provides elementary students another dimension of 

language acquisition.  Immersed in the target language, students will 

begin to speak and understand the Spanish language using songs, games, 

body movement and art activities. In collaboration with the classroom 

teacher, the FLES teacher coordinates lessons based on current  

curricula themes. In implementing FLES, students not only strengthen 

skills in language acquisition, but students also learn about other  

cultures and broaden their global awareness.   

 

In fifth grade, students will continue the daily routine established in 

previous years, which includes writing and saying the date and weather.  

Before the end of this school year, students will be able to describe 

their favorite sport, class subject, and meal, as well as tell the time in 

Spanish.  We will increase our vocabulary on places to visit and parts of 

the body.  We will be taking virtual trips to many Spanish speaking 

countries to learn about their traditions and culture.  Finally, in 

 preparation for the Middle School, we will introduce the conjugation  

of –ar verbs. 


